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EcoMaine Zoom Presentation by Katrina Bussiere-Venhuizen
Tuesday March 9 at 4pm
Hosted by PEAT
Ever wonder where Peaks Island's trash and recycling ends up-landfill, ocean, China? Was your New
Year resolution to lessen your waste, to be a better steward to the Planet?
Join us March 9 at 4pm.
Access the EcoMaine Zoom Presentation by going to the Peaks Environmental Action Team Facebook
page and click on the link.
Or open the Zoom app and enter the Meeting ID: 881 5520 1356
Passcode: 1234
Even if you 've heard a presentation by Katrina before she 'll have new information. We can all use a
refresher course. Learn what to recycle, what not to try to recycle (some will surprise you), processing ,
and where our waste goes from here. Bring your questions, we look forward to learning together.
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Casco Bay Islands Alliance
P.O. Box 112
Peaks Island, Maine 04 l 08
www.cbialliance.net
info@cbialliance.net

In support of our unique island communities Casco Bay Islands Alliance is again offering a few small
grants to island non-profits whose projects benefit their communities. We are especially interested in
receiving proposals that focus on these areas : environment; historical; education; public safety; and
quality of life. The deadline for submitting applications is March 22, 2021 . More information and
application forms are available on our website www.cbialliance.net or by contacting grant chairperson
Kim Maclsaac at thegooselerov@!mlail.com or 207-766-5514.
CBIA is a bay-wide organization that fosters a sense of "Bay Community" and supports Casco Bay island
communities, both seasonal and year-round. The Steering Committee (Board of Directors) is composed
of volunteers from Peaks, Long, Diamond Cove, Great Diamond, Cushing and Chebeague Islands .

CB/A Steering Committee: Janice Avignon, Ann Caliandro, Paula Chessin, Dylan Doughty, Marcia Howell,
Candace Myers, Jon Kelso, Jane Laughlin, Paul Lusty, Kim Maclsaac, Beth Newcombe, Nancy Noble

The Fifth Maine Museum
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Summer is coming.
As of this writing, there are only 95 days until Memorial Day I We are looking forward to
opening the museum, greeting visitors, and sharing stories about Peaks Island and the
Fifth Maine Regiment with our fellow history fans!

We will be sending out 2021 membership renewal forms soon. Thank you to everyone who has already signed up as a
new member this year! Membership keeps our organization strong. Our goal is to increase our membership by 10%
this year and now is a great time to join the Fifth Maine. Members enjoy free admission to the museum (with a guest!)
and receive our informative newsletters. You can sign up online on the SUPPORT tab of our website.
We will be launching a one-d ay docent training program at the Fifth Maine M useum in late April or early May. If you
are interested in becoming a docent, or if you have any other questions about the Fifth Maine Museum, please contact
Susan Hanley, 207.332.2443 or fifthma inemuseum@gmail.com.

Peaks Island Community Food Pantry
The Peaks Island Community Food Pantry is located in the Brackett Memorial Church
and is open on Mondays at 3:30-Spm. Our mission is to provide food assistance to
our island neighbors in need, supported by many different individuals and
organ izations from Peaks Island .
Thank you to the many generous donations from the members of the Peaks Island community (and beyond)!! And thank
you to our food pantry angels who provide consistent shopping and monetary support - we are grateful ! We are proud to
say t hat 10096 of your donations go directly to providing food assistance to our clients.

hearty soups, canned ravioli,
crackers, chicken or beef Ramen, canned chicken, beef stew, tuna, mayo, stuffing mixes.
If you would like to donate items to the food pantry, our needs th is month are :

A reminder that you can make cash donations via check. Please make check out to " Peaks Island Food Pantry" - send to
Susan Hanley, 108 Brackett Avenue, Peaks Island, ME 04108. We can also accept donations via PayPal on our website.
If you have any questions about the food pantry, or you would like to arrange a food drop off or a donation pick up, please
contact Susan Hanley, 207-332-2443 .

PEAKS ISLAND TAX AND ENERGY ASSISTANCE

March is here and we hope the month will bring warmer temperatures as Spring is waiting around the corner to
make a grand entrance .. BUT this is Maine! We still know there are some cold and snowy days ahead. We can
look forward to mud season which will keep us all on our toes.
Property ta,'<es are due this month Applications will be on the bulletin board on the corner of Island Avenue
and Welch Street. Please be sure to give the application to the clergy for approval. The assistance that we give
helps the applicants to pay their City of Portland property taxes.
Energy Assistance is available. We provide up to $325 for energy assistance. There are applications on the
same. bulletin board. If you know an Islander who could use our assistance, please contact a clergy member
who will be very willing to help with the application process. Our clergy partners have been very helpful and
effective.
The pandemic has put a damper on our fundraising this year. Perhaps we will be able to do a dinner this
summer. Until then we want to thank so many generous friends and neighbors who have donated to PITEA so
that we can offer tax and energy assistance. Our mission to keep our friends and neighbors in their homes
continues.
We all know how much this Island means to each and every homeowner and renter, For more information
please call Cynthia at 766-0067.
Peaks Island Tax and Energy Assistance

Trefethen-Evergreen Improvement Association (TEIA)
March News Update (teiaclub.org)
Mainers say, "If you can't stand the winter, you don't deserve the summer."

We deserve the summer! Based on the latest guidance from the city and state, the TEIA board and staff are
putting together a variety of plans for a safe and enjoyable season in 2021. Last summer, we were able to offer
'
youth sailing programs, tennis for youth and adults, boating activities, camps and more, and it is our hope to do
the same this year. As of now, no decisions have been made on some of our larger annual events, but any
gatherings will be run in stri ct adherence to COVID-19 health and safety guidelines.
Islanders' support has kept TEIAstrong for more than 100 years. Our online registration system will be live in the
spring, at which t ime more deta i ls on programming will be available. For those who prefer an alternative to
online registration, please contact infoteiaclub@gmail.com once registration is live.
Support the Fund that Makes TEIA Youth Programs Happen

Friends of TEIA is an independent educational foundation that provides scholarships for island youth to
participate in tennis, sailing, age-specific youth camps and theater or art workshops. Without the support from
Friends of TEIA, many island youth would not be able to enjoy TEIA's summer programs. Please consider
supporting Friends of TEIA by sending your tax-deductible contribution to: Friends of TEIA, PO Box 87, Peaks
Island, ME 04108.

PEAKS :sland ~ransportation System
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March Taxi Hours:
Operating hours will be

(207) 518-0000

Tuesday through Saturday from 7:30am to 6:00pm
Melanie and Gary will continue to meet late morning and
afternoon ferries on Welch Street.
Th e Taxi will continue to be offiine Sundays and Mondays.
Folks should call The Taxi during operating hours if they need
service, want to arrange for pick-up, or if they have other
questions about availability: (207) 518-0000.

Free Medical Equipment
The Peaks Island Health Center and St Christopher's Church make
free medical equipment available on loan temporarily. Wheelchairs,
walkers, and crutches are provided on a first come, first served basis at no
charge. Borrowers are only asked when they think they will return it and
also relieve the program of any liability.
For more information, call or text Lisa Penalver at 272-5962 or Chris
Hoppin at 232-2908 or choppin@aol.com.
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)
Our Peaks Island Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) needs more volunteers to work with the Portland Fire
Department responding to emergencies and disasters. Help is
available by calling 911. FMI, call Jay Desmond at 766-2088.

PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP:

71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854

www.p1cw.org
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lOJVa. Thank you to everyone that sent Letters of Love to our students. They loved hearing from all of
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you and hanging all the beautiful letters and cards in their classrooms.

February was love month in the Big Room. For each week of the month, the preschoolers learned new
games and did projects based off of what they loved about their friends, family, community, and
themselves. \\'hile learning the letters L, 0 and P, the big kids had fun making lava lamps, playdough
and turning celery leaves different colors through osmosis. Finally, all the rain covered our playground
with a thin layer of ice which made it perfect for our favorite winter activity, sledding !! !
In the Infant/Toddler room, the sensory table was brought out and the littles played with pasta, water
and foam made out of baby shampoo and an immersion blender. On the cold, cold days, the toddlers
made sure to stay physically active and work on their gross motor skills by doing somersaults, building
obstacle courses, and tossing around balled up socks or balls covered in velcro. They also continued
working on using their words or signs and getting dressed all by themselves.
PICW is currently looking for year-round staff to work in our Infant/Toddler room. Applicant must love
children, enjoy the outdoors, be mature, reliable, and well presented. To apply, please send resume
along with a cover letter to Katie at office(@,picw.onz or via snail mail to PO Box 80.
PICW is accepting applications for part/full time care on our WAIT- LIST. Contact Katie at office@ picw.om: for
applications. The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. Please
contact us through Board Chair, Jenn ifer Eckel, at jgecke l l @gmai l.com.

NEWS FROM PEAKS ISLAND ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
The past month has been full of so muc h learning and fun, and we even managed to fit in school
vacation! The chi lly temperatures a nd ample snowfa ll provided us with opportunities to go snowshoeing
through the woods and up to the ball field . Island wildlife remains very active - we have found turkey , deer,
rabbit, and possibly mink tracks!
'
We celebrated Valentine's Day in sty le with our own little parade , carrying giant hearts from the
school over to the Faye Garman House where students brought valentines they made to the residents . It
was a cold, bright sunny day and students made stops along the way to the fire station, li brary, Hannigan's,
and a few homes. As a t hank you , the Faye Garman House residents surprised us with a special delivery of
beautiful handmade bookmarks for each of our students! We will be christening them when we celebrate
Read Across America Day on March 2 nd.
When you pass by our little brick school you wi ll notice that we have added a beautiful new flag to
join our state of Maine and U.S. flags. All Portland Public Schools are proud ly d isplaying the rainbow Pride
flag in solidarity of LGBTQ+ students, staff, famil ies, and the wider community. The Portland School Board
recently passed a new resolution condemning hate crimes and off irming its commitment to the LGBTG+
community. We feel grateful to be a part of such an inclusive island community.
Stay safe and healthy, Peaks Islanders - spring arrives this month!
Kelly Hasson, Teacher Leader

February at the Peaks Island Branch Librarv
129 Island Avenue
PPl to Go! hours: Tuesdays 2-6 pm/Fridays 10am - 1 pm
To Contact Us:
Phone:766-5540:
Tuesdays Noon - 6 pm / Fridays 8 am - 2 pm or by chance other days
Email: peaks@portlib.org - anytime!
Now that we've moved to the Community Center lobby, we have books, magazines and
movies for all ages on display and available for checkout. No appointments necessary!
We also provide printing, book bags for families, and new or replacement library
cards. If you don't see what you're looking for, please ask us!!
We are excited to offer #PPLBookFace covers from our popular series on mailable 5"X7"
postcards. Ten of the Library's top "winter" covers have been selected as a fun way to share
short notes with friends and loved ones while you are apart. They are available during our
PPL to Go! hours or online at www.portlandlibrary.com. Cost is $2.00 per postcard or
$15 for 10!

March 3 from 11 am - noon. Everyone who is in middle school (public, private or
homeschooled) is welcome to join our Middle School Book Club, which will be meeting via
Zoom on the first Wednesday of the month. Unlike other book groups there is not a specific
book that everyone reads each month. Instead, everyone comes together to share what they are
presently reading, a favorite book, or make recommendations, while enjoying each other's
company. Email or call us for Zoom meeting details.
Tuesdays Book Discussion will meet via Zoom on Tuesday, March 9, from 7:00-8:00
pm. We will be discussing Unsheltered by Barbara Kingsolver. Next month's meeting
will be on March 9, and the book is The Guest Book by Sarah Blake. Everyone is
welcome. Contact the Library for more information. Sponsored by Friends of the Peaks
Island Library.

8th MaineRegimentAssociation
The 8th Maine Regiment Association is offering a 500.00-dollar scholarship to residents of
Peaks I sland who are graduating High School Seniors or recent High School graduates that are
furthering their education.
Applications must be submitted by June 1, 2021.
*Applications are available by contacting:

David Knapp
Telephone 772-663-1477
E-mail: Mainecamp@icloud.com
*Applications are also available at the Library during their PPL to Go! hours on Tuesdays and
Fridays.
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New Brackett Memorial Church
9 Church Ave; 207-766-5013; newbrackettchurch@gmail.com
Rev. w·111 Green, Pastor
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Building on the success of our popular After School Fun Camp
(currently running from March through April), we will be offering a
Dance Workshop for Children (Saturdays 5:00-6:00pm , March 20th - April "17th).
Taught by Sharoan Cohen, dancers will explore basic dance structures and ideas in
an improvisational format; be introduced to patterns, rhythms, non-verbal
communication; and experiment with balance, breath, gravity and making dances. The
first 40 minutes are for ages 5- "1 0. Those over 8 will have 20 more minutes working on
barre, and eventually floor progressions. For registration details, please contact the
church .
r

-

Join us around the fire pit for our weekly Sunday Morning Circle at 10:00am on
the church lawn. It's a time of centering, sharing , connecting, and prayer. Please
note that we will not have Sunday Morning Circle on March "14th . Online weekly
worship services are on Youtube as well .
If you are looking to find ways to safely spend time with others, join our weekly
Community Check-In via Zoom on Thursdays at 11 :00am. Even if you just want to
log on and don 't have much to share, it's good to be together.
To be added to the church email list, or for more information about any of the
above, please write to: newbrackettchurch@gmail.com

St. Christopher Catholic Church
Rector: Father Greg Dube at 773-7746
Sunday Mass is at 10 AM each week with a current limit of 50
attendees. For information about other services on the mainland, check
www. portlandca tho lie. org. For information concerning Baptism,
Reconciliation & Marriage, please contact Father Greg.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR: Thursday, March 25 . Articles
should be copy ready and may be placed in the Library Book Return, now located
outside the Community Building.

We have returned to
our regular schedule!

Peal,s Island Health Center

87 Central Avenue
Peaks Island, Maine

COVID-19 Vaccinations Crossed Casco Bay!

Kitty Gilbert, FNP,
sees patients
Monday, Wednesday,
and Friday from
8:30 a.m -3:00 p.m.

Valentine's Day was particularly heartwarming for residents of Peaks Island
ages 70+. Collaborative efforts by Peggy Akers and her staff from Northern
Light and Kitty Gilbert, her daughter, and Peaks Island Health Center staffwho came to Peaks on their day off-were outstanding. The first COVID-19
vaccination clinic on Peaks, held at the Brackett Church, gave 130 island
seniors their first shot at protection from this pandemic. The PIHC Board and
the Peaks Island Covid- 19 Response Team wish to thank Peggy Akers and her
staff, Kitty Gilbert and her staff, Will Green and Brackett Church, Rob Bunton,
Linda Tuttle, Bob and Jane Hann igan (and Hannigan's Market), the Island Taxi,
Peaks Island Public Works, the Peaks Island Police and Fire Department, and
every wonderful volunteer on hand on for this day of happiness and healing.
The community spirit shown this special day was captured by Kelly Bouchard
in the Portland Press Herald and on island biogs and social media posts, so
be sure to check them out.

Call (207) 874-2466
or (207) 766-2929 to
schedule appointments

Join the Peaks
Island Health
Center today!
So many of your
island neighbors have
chosen the Peaks Island
Health Center and
MaineHealth as their
primary care provider.
Consider joining Maine
Health Family Practice
at PIHC and enjoy the
convenience of high
quality, communitybased healthcare close
to home!

Find the latest news and events online at peaksislandhealthcenter.org

